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REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL RESOURCES IN THE CURRENT 
YEAR FOR AN EXISTING SPECIAL PROJECT

MEMBER STATE: France (in association with other Member and Associated States) 

Principal Investigator1: Claude FISCHER 

Affiliation: Météo-France/CNRM/GMAP 

Address:

Météo-France
CNRM/GMAP
42 Av. Coriolis 
31057 Toulouse CEDEX
France 

E-mail: Claude.fischer@meteo.fr

Other researchers:

Andras Horanyi, Gergely Boloni, Laszlo Kullmann (Hungarian Meteorological 
Service, horanyi.a@met.hu, boloni.g@met.hu, kullmann.l@met.hu)
Neva Pristov, Jure Cedilnik, Mark Zagar (Environmental Agency of Slovenia, 
neva.pristov@rzs-hm.si, jure.cedilnik@rzs-hm.si, mark.zagar@gov.si)
Tomislav Kovacic, Stjepan Ivatek-Sahdan (Croatian Meteorological and 
Hydrological Service, kovacic@cirus.dhz.hr and ivateks@cirus.dhz.hr)
Yong Wang (ZentralAnstalt für Meteorologie und Geodynamik, 
wang@zamg.ac.at)
Piet Termonia (Belgium Royal Meteorological Institute, piet.termonia@oma.be)
Martin Bellus (Slovakian Hydrological and Meteorological Institute, 
martin.bellus@shmu.sk)
Cornel Soci (Romanian National Meteorological Administration, 
cornel.soci@meteo.inmh.ro)
Martin Janousek, Richard Mladek (Czech Hydrometeorological Institute, 
martin.janousek@chmi.cz, mladek@chmi.cz)
Rashyd Zaaboul (Moroccan Meteorological Institute, zaaboul@marocmeteo.ma)

Project title: Investigation of coupling the ALADIN and AROME models to 
boundary conditions from ECMWF and ERA model data 

………………………………………………………………….……

Project account: SPFRCOUP

Additional computer resources requested for Current Year (2009)

High Performance Computing Facility (units) 30 K

Data storage capacity (total) (Gbytes) 200 Gb

Continue overleaf
                                                       
1  The Principal Investigator is the contact person for this Special Project 
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Technical reasons and scientific justifications 
why additional resources are needed

The Special Project seems somewhat ... victim of its success in 2009 ! Several Aladin partner 
countries have now been able to identify local human resources for exploiting the S.P.'s provided 
facilities, like access to the HPC, ready-to-use scripts for model data conversions, some allocated 
computational resources for testing.
The general goals of SPFRCOUP have not changed: any involved partner is invited to test the 
available facilities and participate on the evaluation of coupling strategies with respect to his own, 
local forecast system. This type of effort presently also is more inline with the general trend 
fostered for instance by the Eumetnet/Interoperability Project. Thus, whatever experience Aladin 
partners can gain via the SPFRCOUP effort, can be a valuable step for any future application of the 
Interoperability concept.

After three years where the Billing Units mostly were under-consumed, 2009 appears eventually as 
a year of more steady activity in the partner centers. I therefore propose that the computational 
resources for 2009 shall be expanded by about a factor 2 (we're in June, taking into account possible 
autumn and winter activity). This thinking leads to asking for an additional 30 k SBU for 2009. 
Some extra storage space also is requested, for the sake of security (¼ more than the yearly request 
for the Project).

Kind regards,
Claude Fischer


